Tuesday May 28, 2024
County Commission Room
Roosevelt County Courthouse
Portales, New Mexico 88130

The Roosevelt County Commission met in regular business meeting on Tuesday May 28, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the
County Commission Room with those present being: Commissioner Paul Grider, Commissioner Rodney Savage,
Commissioner Tina Dixon, Commissioner Roy Lee Criswell, Commissioner Dennis Lopez, County Manager Amber
Hamilton, County Attorney Michael Garcia via zoom, Clerk Mandi Park, Treasurer Layle Sanchez, Assessor Stevin
Floyd, Chief Deputy Bryan Holmes and community members, Angie Smith, Kay Jilek, Shonnie Standefer, Mike
Standefer, and Pat Boone.

Call to Order — Commissioner Dixon at 6:00 p.m.
Invocation — Amber Hamilton
Pledge — Commissioner Dixon

1. Approval of Agenda: A motion to approve the agenda was made by Commissioner Savage with a second from
Commissioner Criswell. Commissioner Grider-Yes, Commissioner Criswell-Yes, Commissioner Dixon-Yes,
Commissioner Savage-Yes, Commissioner Lopez-Yes.

2. Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes from the May 7, 2024 regular meeting and May 15, 2024
public input meeting was made by Commissioner Criswell with a second from Commissioner Dixon.
Commissioner Grider-Yes, Commissioner Dixon-Yes, Commissioner Savage-Yes, Commissioner Criswell-Yes,
Commissioner Lopez-Yes.

3. Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll: A motion to approve the April 2024 accounts payable and payroll
was made by Commissioner Savage with a second by Commissioner Grider. Commissioner Grider-Yes,
Commissioner Dixon-Yes, Commissioner Savage-Yes, Commissioner Criswell-Yes, Commissioner Lopez-Yes.

4. Public Requests: Mike Standefer stated his concerns with the centennial landscape project proposed by the
federal government. He also has concerns with the Ogallala board not being an elected board and asked the
commission to consider any long-term consequences of any decisions. He stated he worked 33 years for NRCS
and checked thousands of water wells. He is aware there is a water problem but stated there are other ways to
address those issues.

5. Elected Officials and Department Heads Reports:
Clerk: Clerk Park stated there have been 425 early ballots cast in the Clerk’s Office, and some at the alternate

site. She stated delivery of equipment will take place later this week. Election Day is June 4" and canvass will
happen at the next meeting.

Treasurer: Ms. Sanchez gave the report of the March general fund balances, stating there was a beginning cash
balance of $4,375,564.71 with debits of $619,687.89 and credits of $686,184.16 leaving an ending balance of
$4,309,068.44.

Manager: Ms. Hamilton stated she, Commissioner Dixon and Mr. Dominguez has attended the SERTPO meeting
and Mr. Dominguez did an excellent job presenting on two of the counties TPF project applications. Ms.
Hamilton stated the advertisement for the finance/Assistant County Manager Position has been posted and is a
nationwide search. It will be posted for 10 business days. To-date there are 10 applicants with 6 of those being
qualified. The first round of interviews will be online. The assessor’s office position has been posted for two
weeks, with 29 applicants. The road department has two vacancies with those positions continually advertised
and interviews are ongoing. Ms. Hamilton stated the ENMU intern is doing well in the court compliance position.
A presentation will be given to the commission at the conclusion of the internship. Ms. Hamilton’s audit
preparation and work on the final budget is ongoing. Ms. Hamilton stated a presentation on the solar project will
be given to the commission later this summer. She and Mr. Spinks are monitoring the progress of the covered
stalls, and the EOC and pavilion projects are next on the list.

Commissioners: Commissioner Lopez asked about the internship program. Ms. Hamilton stated the public
schools will handle that program this year, due to changes at the Public Education Department. He also asked
about the LaCasa Senior Center, Ms. Hamilton stated the project now has a separate ICIP. Commissioner Lopez
asked for an update on Lime Street. Commissioner Savage respects Mr. Lopez position on Lime Street, but it is
not in the county road inventory, and feels the county should focus on the county’s roads and responsibilities
first. Commissioner Savage stated he is just now learning more about the centennial landscape program, and will
do some research into owner’s rights and the programs effect on the tax base. He stated 2.4 million acres in
eastern New Mexico and West Texas take out of production and put into governmental control will surely have
some effect on the tax base including loss of tax revenue, loss of access, inability to respond to fires on
government land, access to roads, and road maintenance. Soil Conservation districts are also concerned and
have been kept in the dark on this. Commissioner Savage stated he does not want the Mexican gray wolf re-
introduced to the area, and could foresee that happening if the federal government was in control of the land.
Commissioner Grider agreed with Commissioner Savage and had nothing more to add. Commissioner Criswell
also agreed. He stated any land put into the program would be in for a lifetime and possibly generations. He
gave a list of roads in his district that need attention. Commissioners Criswell and Dixon attended the grand
opening of the Food Pantry. Commissioner Dixon praised Mr. Dominguez for his presentation to SERTPO. She
discussed the Centennial Landscape announcements that were made simultaneously in five states with very little
information provided. Mr. Garcia stated there is a webinar on the subject scheduled for July 24, 2024 at 1:00
p.m.
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