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RESOLUTION NUMBER: 2017-46

A Resolution Supporting the 2018 Legislative Priorities of the
New Mexico Association of Counties

WHEREAS, in August 2017, the Board of Directors of the New Mexico Association of Counties
approved five legislative priorities for consideration by the New Mexico Legislature at its 2018 regular
legislative session; and

WHEREAS, NMAC has requested that the Board of County Commissioners in each of the state’s 33
counties discuss and approve a resolution supporting NMAC’s legislative priorities; and

WHEREAS, this is an important step in assuring maximum understanding of, and support for, NMAC’s
legislative priorities at the county level; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of such resolutions will enable NMAC to demonstrate to the state legislature
strong local and statewide support for NMAC’s legislative priorities; and

WHEREAS, the legislative priorities include support for legislation on the following five issues:

¢ Forfeiture Act Reform

Support legislation that would correct the unintended consequences of the 2015 amendments to the
NM Forfeiture Act to address federal equitable sharing, storage of abandoned property, and expand
local authority to seize and dispose of forfeited property while preserving due process protections.

* Protecting County Funding of Healthcare

Support the significant involvement of county policy makers in federal, state, and local healthcare,
human services, and Medicaid planning, funding, and service delivery decision- making, and oppose
any measure that would further shift federal and state healthcare costs to county government.

e Tax Reform

Support legislation that protects county revenue and does not have a negative impact on county
government. NMAC strongly believes that counties must be at the table for and fully participate in
all tax reform efforts; strives to minimize tax policy that places counties and other local governments
in conflict; and opposes any efforts that reduce the state’s hold harmless distribution to counties or
that reduces county GRT authority.

e Local Election Act
Support legislation that would enact the Local Election Act, aligning the date for local, non-partisan
elections with taxation authority, to the same day in the odd-numbered year.
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e Extend 2014 HB16 Liquor Tax Distribution Sunset
Support legislation that would permanently increase the distribution percentage to the local DWI

grant fund.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the [County Name] Board of County
Commissioners does hereby support the legislative priorities of the New Mexico Association of
Counties as set forth above, and urges that legislation incorporating these priorities be enacted by the

state legislature during its 2018 regular session.

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the governing body on this 5th day of September, 2017.

ATTEST:
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DeAun D. Searl, Roosevelt County Clerk

BODY OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ROOSEVELT COUNTY, NEW MEXICO
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Dennis Lopez — District [

Matthew Hunton — District 11
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Lewis (Shane) Lee — District III

e
[

i
SO TN

L

20172667 09/05/2017 03: 42 41 PM

Page: 2 of 2
Degun D Searl, Rooseveit o. Clk , Roosevelt, NM

LA R A Y

Page 2 of 2



